Essay

The path we chose to take in life maybe different from person to person, but we all learn life-long lessons along the way. For instance, most first-generation Americans had the ideology that contributing to meet family needs was more important than higher education.  I was no exception to this mindset in that it made me fail college time after time. On the other hand, this same mindset would help me develop a strong work ethic and aid to my success at work.

[bookmark: _GoBack]My parents are immigrants who came to America with the hope of achieving the American dream. They owned multiple successful businesses influenced by their motivation and determination to give us a better life. Ultimately, the same motivation would go on and consume our family’s dynamic and impact our view the world. Growing up, I vividly remember my father often saying, “first is my work and then it’s my family.” I would come to live by this these words for many years.  

Immediately after graduating from high school, I got a job that was flexible enough to allow me to attend community college. The job paid well and offered many opportunities. As a young adult, I had no idea of what I wanted in life and my short-term outlook. The good pay made me value work over school.  Often, I would be put in the position of choosing work or school. After many failed attempts in trying to do both, I decided to focus on work. Allowing all my energy to be focused on work gave me the opportunity to move up the ranks fast, and it validated my decision. 

For years, I held positions in new market development, leadership, and management. The experience I gained allowed me to teach others and put them on paths of success. The rewarding feeling I got from helping people achieve their goal motivated me and ultimately allowed me to thrive.  It is this motivation that began to fuel my hunger for helping others not only achieve their goals at work but also in life. As I started to learn this about myself, my view on life started to zoom back and things started to become clear. After ten years of working with the same company, I decided to take a year off work and travel the world.     
  
This year, I have traveled to 27 countries and learned a lot about culture and life. I returned humbled, inspired, and with a new perspective in life. My background has made me passionate about helping immigrants and refugees. As such, I would like to pursue a degree either in philosophy or political science so I can become a lawyer or counselor. Becoming a lawyer will enable me to offer legal assistance to people while as a counselor, I will be in a position to help kids (first generation Americans) make the right lifelong decisions. I want to feel like am living a life of purpose and make a difference rather than for financial gain.     
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